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The crowd
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What is crowdsourcing?



Crowdsourcing definitions & State of the Art
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ñSimply defined, crowdsourcing represents the act of a company or institution taking a 

function once performed by employees and outsourcing it to an undefined (and 

generally large) network of people in the form of an open call.ò 

(Howe, 2006)

For atmospheric sciences: 

Crowdsourcing = collecting non-traditional data from a large number of sources at high resolutions, 

notable from a range of public sensors, typically connected via the Internet 

(Muller et al., 2015)

Zheng et al. (2018)



Muller et al. (2015)

Crowdsourcing realms

Daniel Fenner  |  Crowdsourced data for urban research 6


